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RIGHT OF WAY PLATTING

An Important Tool for County and State Highway Departments

County and State Highway Departments frequently need to obtain additional right of way for their
highway improvement projects. The laws of the state of Minnesota contain an efficient tool to be
used by County and State government for the purpose of acquiring right of way. Those who work
with highway department right of way acquisition know the frustration of dealing with the commonly
cryptic highway right of way legal descriptions. These bulky descriptions often cover several intense
typewritten pages and make references to obscure or remote landmarks. Right of way descriptions
often contain phrases like, “that part lying south of ‘Line A’ and lying north of ‘Line B” except
between station 655+19.37 and station 671-47.23.” The beauty of the right of way platting law is
that it eliminates the preparation of these cumbersome legal descriptions.




Example of a Right of Way Plat Prepared by Bonnema Surveys

(The location data on this plat was modified for this presentation)

Right of way descriptions can be difficult to write, and at a future date, difficult to interpret for anyone
required to work with them. Worse yet, these complicated legal descriptions are recorded at the
county recorder’s office as part of a deed or

easement and will become a part of the public

record forever. The right of way platting law was

written to alleviate this problem.

Bonnema Surveys Inc. has drafted and recorded
74 right of way plats over the past 15 years for
both county and city governments. We have
gained valuable experience from this right of way
platting. Our company stands ready to assist with
your right of way acquisition needs. Prior to
platting, the government entity needs to determine
the extent of the area that it intends to acquire as
future right of way. Once this is done, Bonnema
Surveys Inc. can draft a right of way plat. This right
of way plat can then be recorded for public record
with the three following signatures:

- The Co. Engineer or State Commissioner

- The County Recorder

- The Land Surveyor

This law has not been utilized to the potential for
which it was intended.



